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 Permit Review ProcessPermit Review Process
 eWell Review TypeseWell Review Types
 Common Errors for all Well PermitsCommon Errors for all Well Permits
 Common Errors for Deepwater PermitsCommon Errors for Deepwater Permits
 Common Errors for Shallow Water PermitsCommon Errors for Shallow Water Permits
 QuestionsQuestions

Today’s Discussion….TodayToday’’s Discussions Discussion……..
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Well Permit Review ProcessWell Permit Review Process
Operator submits
well permit (WP)

BOEMRE puts  WP
in review; conducts 

Completeness Review 

Is required 
paperwork 
submitted?

BOEMRE 
returns WP

BOEMRE starts 
technical review 
for compliance

Paperwork 
shows compliance with all 

Regulations?

BOEMRE 
returns WP

WP approved

YES

YES

NO

Not a qualitative review; 
only checks if paperwork 

was submitted

NO

Operator 
edits/resubmits 

WP

Operator 
edits/resubmits 

WP

The entire permit will be 
reviewed prior to any 

returns
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eWell Review TypeseWell Review Types
DISTRICT REVIEWS
• APD Completeness Checks Review
• District Drilling Engineering Review

REGIONAL REVIEWS
• Geological Review
• Geophysical Review
• NTL2010-N10 Certification Review
• NTL2010-N10 Containment Review
• NTL2010-N10 Screening Tool Review
• BOP Control System Drawing Review
• NTL06 Supplemental Information
• Determination of NEPA Adequacy
• OSTS Review for Platform Rigs (NTL 2009-G23)
• FO Review for Hurricane Mooring (NTL 2008-G09)
• FO Review for Jackup Fitness Hurricane Season (NTL 2009-G10)
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BOEM Permit Review Screen in EwellBOEM Permit Review Screen in Ewell
Identical to Review Status Screen on Operator Side of eWell Identical to Review Status Screen on Operator Side of eWell 
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Example of return comments for a recent deepwater drilling permiExample of return comments for a recent deepwater drilling permitt
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THE MOST COMMON ERROR ON THE MOST COMMON ERROR ON 
EVERY WELL PERMIT BY FAREVERY WELL PERMIT BY FAR……

Quality Control

Numerous data discrepancies between 
different attachments!
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Examples of Data DiscrepanciesExamples of Data Discrepancies
8080--90% of Returns are for these discrepancies90% of Returns are for these discrepancies

Drilling Procedure

Wellbore Schematic

BOEM Casing Worksheet

Well Names

Casing/Liner 

setting depths
Cement 

volumes

Casing 

Size/weights

Mud 
weights

Illegible data

Test 

Pressures

Pore
Pressures

G&G Submittals

Significant Markers

Location Plats

Surface Location

Forms MMS-123S

General Well Information

Well Design InformationFracture

Gradient

Pore Pressure Plot

Casing 
Burst/Collapse

ATTACHMENTS
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Top Reasons Why Permits Are Top Reasons Why Permits Are 
Returned (Shallow & Deep Water)Returned (Shallow & Deep Water)

• BOP Control System Drawings 
• Blind Shear Capability Data
• API 65 Part 2 Questionnaire
• PE Certification for Cement/Casing 

Programs
• Negative Pressure Test Procedures
• Diverter Procedures & Schematics
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Reasons for Shallow Water Reasons for Shallow Water 
Permit ReturnsPermit Returns

• Jack-up Fitness 
Requirements for 
Hurricane Season

• OSFR Information
• Structural Assessment 

Information
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Deepwater Permit ProblemsDeepwater Permit Problems

• BOP Stump/Initial Seafloor Test 
Procedures

• Well Containment Screening Tool
• Current Ocean Monitoring Requirements
• USCG Certificates of Inspection
• ABS/DNV Load Line Certificates
• Hurricane Mooring Requirements



Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, 
Regulation and Enforcement
Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, 
Regulation and Enforcement

Thank you


