UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE | NTERI OR
BUREAU OF SAFETY AND ENVI RONMENTAL ENFORCEMENT
GULF OF MEXI CO REG ON

ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORT

1. OCCURRED
DATE: 21-SEP-2023 TIME 0745
2. OPERATOR Whitney Gl & Gas, LLC

REPRESENTATI VE:
TELEPHONE:
CONTRACTOR:
REPRESENTATI VE:
TELEPHONE:

HOURS

[ |STRUCTURAL DAMAGE
CRANE

OTHER LI FTI NG

| DAMAGED DI SABLED SAFETY SYS.
|1 NOI DENT >$25K

H2S/ 15M N. / 20PPM

[ |REQUI RED MUSTER

SHUTDOMN FROM GAS RELEASE

| OTHER

3. OPERATOR/ CONTRACTOR REPRESENTATI VE/ SUPERVI SOR 8. OPERATI ON:

For Public Release

ON SI TE AT TIME OF | NCI DENT: [X] PRODUCTI ON
| DRI LLI NG
4. LEASE: 00694 || WVORKOVER
AREA sP LATI TUDE 28. 971302 N
OCK: LONG TUDE: -89. 266766 -
BLOCK: 28 | MOTOR VESSEL
| PI PELI NE SEGVENT NO
5. PLATFCRM 13 v | DECOVM SSI ONI NG
RIG NAME: PA PI PELI NE []SI TE CLEARANCE
TA PLATFORM
6. ACTIVITY: ] EXPLORATI ON( PCE) [] OTHER
DEVEL OPMVENT/ PRODUCTI ON
( DOCD/ POD) 9. CAUSE
7. TYPE: i
| NJURI ES: X] EQUI PMENT FAI LURE
HUMAN ERROR
B OPERATOR CONTRACTOR ™1 SLI P/ TRI P/ FALL
[ ] REQUI RED EVACUATI ON WEATHER RELATED
| LTA (1-3 days) X| LEAK
| LTA (>3 days) | UPSET H20 TREATI NG
| RWJT (1-3 days) | OVERBOARD DRI LLI NG FLUI D
RWJT (>3 days) | OTHER
| | FATALI TY
11. DI STANCE FROM SHORE: 4 M.
POLLUTI ON
FI RE 12. WND DIRECTION: E
EXPLOSI ON SPEED: 29 MP.H
LVC 7] HI STORI C BLONOUT 13. CURRENT DI RECTI ON:
] UNDERGROUND SPEED: M P. H.
SURFACE
I:l DEVERTER 14. SEA STATE: FT.
[ ] SURFACE EQUI PMENT FAI LURE OR PROCEDURES 15. Pl CTURES TAKEN:
COLISION  [JHSTORIC []>$25K  []<=$25k 16. STATEMENT TAKEN:
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17. 1 NVESTI GATI ON FI NDI NGS: For Public Release

I NCI DENT SUMVARY:

On 21 Septenber 2023, at 0745 hours, a loss of well control event occurred on South
Pass 28 13(V) jacket, Lease OCS-G 0964 (surface location). The production operators
di scovered an external | eak on the production casing of WIIl 0693 #98 (bottom

| ocation). A hydrocarbon sheen was observed | eaking into the Qulf of Mexico waters
creating a pollution event. The National Response Center (NRC) was notified via NRC
#1379690. The total estimated spill volune was calculated to 65.7 gallons of oil on
the water. The Bureau of Safety and Environnmental Enforcenent (BSEE) New Ol eans
District (NOD) was notified shortly thereafter, around 12:45 hours. VWitney G| & Gas
(Whitney) is the designated operator of the |ease.

SEQUENCE OF EVENTS:

Around 0745 hours on the norning of 21 Septenber 2023, Witney production personnel
were traveling through the South Pass field on a field boat. As they approached the SP
28 #13V jacket, a sheen was observed in the Gulf of Mexico waters originating fromthe
jacket. After inspecting the area, the rel ease was deternm ned to be gas and oi

blowing froma hole in the side of the "B" casing on SP 28 13(v) Wl |l 0694 #98. The
Whi t ney production personnel inmediately shut in the well and cl osed the Surface-
controll ed Subsurface Safety Valve (SCSSV) and bl ed the hydraulic control line
pressure on the SCSSV to zero. However, hydrocarbons continued to escape through the
hole in the “B" casing.

At 1244 hours, a phone call was made to the BSEE NOD after-hours engi neer and an emai
sent to report a loss of well control. The BSEE engi neer responded, requested photos
of the I eak and periodic updates of the casing pressures. The i mediate plan from
Whitney was to bl eed down the 900 psi on the “A’” Annulus and then deternmine if the 480
psi on the “B” Annulus would also bleed to zero. Witney personnel began working to
stage equi prent for response if/when needed.

By 23 Septenber 2023, Witney began working with Wellsite Consultant, Hand H
Wreline, and the EBI Lift boat Matt Jeanfreau. \Witney nmade nunerous attenpts to kil
the well and isolate the leak fromWell #98. Witney attenpted to punp kill weight
fluid but was unsuccessful. They then attenpted to set a bridge plug in the production
tubing and bail cenment on top, but encountered restrictions in the tubing when trying
to get to depth. Wiitney worked with the NOD Well Operations Engineer to permt the
operation as necessary. The well continued to |eak

On 29 Septenmber 2023, at 0546 hours, Whitney set a bridge plug in the tubing isolating
the source of the pressure and rel ease. The |leak continued until the well bled off and
st opped rel easi ng hydrocarbon at 0132 hours on 30 Septenber 2023. The well had 0 ps

in the tubing, “A’” annulus, and “B” annulus. The total oil |eaked into the Gulf was
estimated to be 65.7 gallons, or 1.6 barrels. No oil was recovered due to sea

condi tions.

On 6 October 2023, a followup incident report was subnmtted in BSEE s Ewel | Incident
Reporting system On 9 Cctober 2023, at 0600 hours, a permt was submitted to repair
the wel |l head by perform ng hot work to patch the hole in the 10 3/4 casing of the SP
28 13(V) #98 well. Due to the location of the hole in the casing, a section of grating
had to be cut away before the “patch” could be welded onto the casing. Once the hole
in the casing was patched, the grating around the tree was repl aced.

BSEE | NVESTI GATI ON
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: : : : _ _ _ For Public Release
The BSEE investigation consisted of production engineers, well engineers, anJFaCC|é%nt

i nvestigators. The BSEE | nvestigator requested, received, and reviewed all documents,
reports, photos, permts, approval letters, and emails associated with this pollution
i nci dent.

On 22 Septenber 2023, the NOD Production Supervisory Inspector (SlI) and an

I nvestigator fromthe Ofice of Incident Investigations (O1) conducted an on-site
investigation at East Bay. Prior to taking a field boat to the SP 28 #13 (V) jacket,
the NOD SI and O Investigator requested docunentation for the facility. Upon arriva
at the SP 28 #13 (V) jacket, they observed oil spraying fromthe well and an operator
present on the platformequipped with a fire extinguisher. Citing safety as a prinary
concern, the BSEE halted the operation and requested the i medi ate renoval of the
operator fromthe jacket. Despite the operator’s placenent of absorbent boons around
the platformto contain the oil, it was still spraying past it. The BSEE investigators
followed the sheen to its end, which was deternined to be 4 nmiles long and 50 feet

wi de. Photos and vi deos were taken of the jacket and sheen by the BSEE investigators.

The BSEE Al visited the field on several occasions throughout the course of the

i nvestigation. Upon arrival to the platform after the jack up boat had departed, the
Al observed severe corrosion on nost of the equipnent on |location. One of the access

| adders used to board the platformwas danaged and unsafe to use. Al production was

shut in at the tine of the investigation and there was no discharge or leak into the

Qulf waters while the Al was onsite. The #98 well was identified as plugged; however,
proper Lock Qut/ Tag Qut (LOTO identification was not displayed at that tine. Supply
lines to the automated wi ng val ve, automated Shutdown Val ve (SDV), and SCSSV were

still attached and had not been disconnected as required by the regulations for an
out-of-service (O0S) well. No navaid |ights were visible on the SP 28 #13(V) | acket.
These issues will be addressed in the upcom ng fiscal year annual inspection by BSEE
i nspectors.

On 3 Novenber 2023, Witney was issued three Incident(s) of Nonconpliance (INC), an E-
100 conponent shut-in, a G111 warning, and a G 111 conponent shut-in. The INCs were
i ssued as the result of the BSEE investigation

CcONCLUSI ON

The investigation reveal ed that SP 28 #13 (V) jacket as well as other structures in
the field, are located in a extrenely harsh, shallow saltwater environnment, and are
bei ng adversely affected by sea and weat her conditions. Heavy weather, extrene
corrosion, aging infrastructure, etc. have battered this field in recent years. There
is no heliport on location and platformvisits are only allowed by boat as sea and
weat her conditions pernit.

18. LI ST THE PROBABLE CAUSE(S) OF ACCI DENT:

Equi prent Failure: |nadequate preventive mai ntenance. Corrosion, erosion.

19. LI ST THE CONTRI BUTI NG CAUSE(S) OF ACCI DENT:

Work Environnment: O her weat her influences: rough seas, shallow water.

20. LI ST THE ADDI Tl ONAL | NFORMATI ON

(I'tem 25) DATES OF ONSI TE | NVESTI GATI ON
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Septenmber 22, 2023, Cctober 13, 2023, and Novenber 3, 2023. For Public Release

21. PROPERTY DAMAGED: NATURE OF DAMAGE:
Producti on casi ngs Hol e
ESTI MATED AMOUNT ( TOTAL) : $260, 723

22. RECOMMENDATI ONS TO PREVENT RECURRANCE NARRATI VE:

23. PGCSSI BLE OCS VI OLATI ONS RELATED TO ACCI DENT: YES

24, SPECI FY VI OLATI ONS DI RECTLY OR | NDI RECTLY CONTRI BUTI NG NARRATI VE:

E-100 C 30 CFR 250.300 - POLLUTION
G 111 C 30 CFR 250.107 — MAINTAIN EQUI PM
G 111 W 30 CFR 257.107 — MAI NTAIN ACCESS LADDER

25. DATE OF ONSI TE | NVESTI GATI ON: 28. ACCI DENT CLASSI FI CATI ON:
22- SEP-2023

26. Investigation Team Menbers/Panel Menbers: 29. ACCI DENT | NVESTI GATI ON PANEL FORMED:
Gerald Taylor / Pierre Lanoix / Darryl NO

Wiliams / OCS REPORT:
27. OPERATOR REPORT ON FI LE:
30. DI STRI CT SUPERVI SOR

Davi d Trocquet

APPROVED
DATE: 25- JAN- 2024
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