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December 9, 2016 
 
 
Doug Morris  
Chief Office of Offshore Regulatory Programs  
Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
1849 C Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20240 
 
Via email  
 
Dear Mr. Morris:   
 
Thank you for your letter of August 25, 2016 and engagement with API on September 20, 2016 and 
October 7, 2016 regarding Subsea BOP bolting.  API and Industry are committed to improving training, 
operating procedures, technology and industry standards.  
 
Attached is a detailed and comprehensive update to track the progress of implementation of the 
voluntary industry actions to address the issues related to subsea bolts and fasteners.  As we have 
discussed, this is ongoing work that may evolve as new information becomes available.   
 
The attachment tracks the following: 

 Research sponsored by API related to this topic; 

 Activity by the standards task groups and subcommittees to implement the  recommendations 

in the API Multi Segment Task Group Report on Bolting Failures; 

 Voluntary industry adoption of API 20 E/F for critical BOP bolting;  

 Voluntary industry replacement of critical bolting having a hardness of >35 HRC;  

 Enhanced QAQC of 3rd party manufactured bolting (i.e., sampling, 20 E/F requirements);  

 Updated make-up procedures, with additional engineering rigor and oversight;  

 Elimination of electroplated Zinc coatings for subsea/marine applications; and   

 Enhanced failure reporting with wider distribution.   

Related to failure reporting, API has shared your request with our membership to proactively release 
any relevant data and studies as soon as possible to BSEE or through the SafeOCS program.  Sharing data 
by both BSEE and the industry will benefit all parties by increasing transparency and cooperation 
between the two entities. 
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API appreciates the opportunity to work with BSEE to continue discussing our shared objective of safe 
operations.  As can be seen by the significant progress we’ve made as an Industry in 2016, we believe 
that by working in a spirit of cooperation, we can better understand our common goals and implement 
actions to help achieve our shared safety objectives.  We would be happy to meet with you and/or your 
staff to provide a detailed review of this work.  If you have any questions or to further this discussion, 
please contact me by phone at (202)682-8439, or by e-mail at hopkinsh@api.org. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
______________________________   
Holly A. Hopkins 
 
 
cc: Lars Herbst, GOM Regional Director 
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