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I NCI DENT SUMVARY

On 27 January 2022 at approximately 1625 hours, an incident occurred on Main Pass (M)
73-A C/F, a production platformowned and operated by Cox Qperating, L.L.C. (Cox) OCS-
@02947. A flanme near the engine’'s starter of the Rental gas conpressor was observed by
a platformoperator enroute to the conpressor after an al arm sounded and the platform
shut in. The operator announced there was a fire and sounded the General Al arm
requiring a platformmnuster while four nearby personnel grabbed handheld fire

ext i ngui shers and successfully extinguished the fire. No injuries or pollution
occurred, and all Personnel on Board (POB) were able to safely return fromtheir nuster
station.

SEQUENCE OF EVENTS:

On the norning of 27 January 2022, crew change took place, and pl atform operators and
an onboard mechani c nade their rounds around the platformto ensure there were no

i ssues or threats to safety throughout the facility. During this tinme, the nechanic
did not find any issues with the conpressor

On 27 January 2022 at approximately 1610 hours, the platformstarted flaring gas, so a
producti on operator went to the gas conpressor to speed it up in order to reduce the
flaring gas. Wile enroute, the production alarm sounded, and the platformshut in. At
approxi mately 1611 hours, the operator arrived at the conpressor and found a flane
originating near the starter of the conpressor’s engi ne. The operator made an
announcerent of the fire and sounded the General Alarm Four platformoperators in the
area of the conpressor grabbed handheld fire extingui shers and headed towards the fire
while the rest of the POB went to their primary nuster station. It took operators
approxi mately three ninutes to extinguish the fire fromthe tine it was first

observed. The four operators remmi ned by the conpressor to nonitor for any flare-ups
while the Person In Charge (PIC) gave the all-clear for the rest of the POB to return
fromtheir nuster station. The conpressor was | ocked out awaiting an investigation and
repairs made

BSEE | NVESTI GATI ON

On 27 January 2022 at 17:33 hours, the Bureau of Safety and Environnmental Enforcenent
(BSEE) received noticed that a fire occurred on the rental conpressor |ocated on the U
F facility of MP 73 and was safely extinguished with no injuries or pollution noted.
The only danmage reported at that tine was to sonme associated wire in the area where the
fire occurred.

On 29 January 2022, three BSEE inspectors arrived on |ocation to gather infornmation
t ake phot ographs, conduct an initial investigation, and inspect the facility.

On 4 February 2022, upon request fromthe BSEE Accident Investigator (Al), Cox

provi ded additional information on the conpressor, personnel involved, tineline of
events, and photographs after the incident. In addition, post-repair photographs were
al so provided. The rental gas conpressor was installed prior to the date when Cox
acquired the facility. Cox stated that w tnesses saw flanes coning from an exhaust hose
di sl odged fromthe starter. The four operators who extinguished the fire used two 30
pound ABC, and two 30 pound Purple K fire extinguishers to extinguish the fire.

Mai nt enance reports showed there was nmai ntenance repairs made to the conpressor two
weeks prior to the incident, but none of the repairs involved renoving the starter
hose. Interviews with platform operators reveal ed the conpressor’s starter hose was
renoved and reinstall ed approximately four nmonths prior to incident. Cox tried to
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contact the nechanic who nade the repairs for an interview but were unable to due to

t he mechani ¢ no | onger being enpl oyed by rental compressor company or on any Cox
facility contract. Through Cox’s investigation, it was discovered that the Joint

I ndustry Council (JIC) fitting connecting the exhaust hose to the starter was nost
likely not conpletely tightened when it was last installed. The Flow Safety Val ve (FSV)
on the exhaust’s line to the starter was also found to be | eaking. The |eaking FSV

all owed small traces of natural gas to |l eak out and migrate to the turbo and exhaust
area. The normal operating tenperature around the exhaust area reach tenperatures
greater than 900 degrees. The accunul ated gas around the exhaust flashed off and nelted
the Tenperature Safety Element (TSE), shutting in the platform

CONCLUSI ONS:
Vi bration over tinme caused the inproperly tightened JIC fitting | ocated on the

engine’'s starter exhaust hose to slowy back off over tine. A failed FSV all owed gas
to mgrate to the hot exhaust resulting in the fire.

18. LI ST THE PROBABLE CAUSE(S) OF ACCI DENT:

* Human Performance Error — Inattention to task: Earlier maintenance perforned on the
conpressor failed to properly tighten the JIC fitting which caused it to back off over
tinme.

19. LI ST THE CONTRI BUTI NG CAUSE(S) OF ACCI DENT:

e Equi pnent Failure — Inoperable equi pnent or safety devices: Exhaust FSV | eaked.

20. LI ST THE ADDI TI ONAL | NFORVATI ON:

21. PROPERTY DAMAGED: NATURE OF DAMAGE:
Conpressor wiring, FSV internal parts Burnt conpressor wring
ESTI MATED AMOUNT ( TOTAL) : $12, 000

22. RECOMVENDATI ONS TO PREVENT RECURRANCE NARRATI VE:

23. PGSSI BLE OCS VI OLATI ONS RELATED TO ACCI DENT: NO

24, SPECI FY VI OLATI ONS DI RECTLY OR | NDI RECTLY CONTRI BUTI NG NARRATI VE:
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25. DATE OF ONSI TE | NVESTI GATI ON: 28. ACCI DENT CLASSI FI CATI ON:
29- JAN- 2022 29. ACCI DENT | NVESTI GATI ON
PANEL FORMED: NO

26. | NVESTI GATI ON TEAM MEMBERS:

Nat han Bradl ey / Jason Bowens / Jacob
Tullos / Derick Lewis /

OCS REPORT:

30. DI STRI CT SUPERVI SOR:

27. OPERATOR REPORT ON FI LE: Davi d Trocquet

APPROVED
DATE: 05- APR- 2022
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