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2012 Shell Gulf of Mexico Chukchi Sea  June 2012 
Burger V  
OCS Y-2324 
 

Burger V  

 

• Three copies of the APD need to be submitted and only one public copy. In the future, do not 
include the public copy as part of the APD binder; submit them along with the APD. 

• The APD BSEE-123 is not signed. 
• BSEE-123s interval 4, the Mud Weight does not match the Pore Pressure plot. 
• Requested departure from 250.443(e) is not necessary. Either remove from departure page or 

change to “info.” 
• The cement volumes listed for interval 2 and 3 are less than the BSEE calculated necessary 

cement volumes.   
• Independent third party verification of the BOP stack are provisional…when will we receive non 

provisional verification?  
• No USCG Certificate of Inspection or Letter of Compliance present. 
• The welding plan letter dated June 9th still states that only periodic monitoring will occur if 

outside the safe welding area.  Per 30 CFR 250.113(c)(2)(iv), this is unacceptable. 
•  
• Are there 18 or 20 bottles for the Deadman? This needs to be made clear within the APD.  

(b) (4), (b) (9)



1101-02b(1) APD Chukchi



1101-02b(1) APD Chukchi



(b) (4), (b) (9)
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(b) (4), (b) (9)



2012 Shell Gulf of Mexico Chukchi Sea  May 2012 (Verbal Meeting) 
Burger S   April 17, 2012 Submittal 
OCS Y-2278  June  2012 
  July  2012 
 Burger S   

 

• Interval 4 and 5 PP and FG don’t match plot Fixed 
• Depth on BSEE-123s don’t match up with drilling plan, pp plot, nor drilling prognosis. Fixed 
• 15 & 16 do not have to be filled out on BSEE-123 Fixed 
• 12 & 14 do have to be filled out on BSEE-123s but 16 does Fixed 
•  Fixed 
• Need to be consistent in saying what they will test to between departures, procedures and 

forms Fixed 
• Fill up line waiver is not necessary Not Fixed Fixed July 18 
• Request not testing at casing point unless 7 day test due, but in drilling procedure it states they 

will be testing at the casing point…need to be consistent. Fixed 
• On surface casing, used wrong burst pressure in calculation Fixed 
• No BOP control diagrams Fixed 
• Third party verifications are still provisional Not Fixed Part of APD Approval Letter 
• No USCG letter of compliance Not Fixed Fixed July 18 
• Normal minimal water depth is listed at 300 ft on specs yet water depth for well is 150 Not Fixed 

Fixed July 18 
• Requesting waiver to not have flare system, yet plan talks about. Not Fixed Fixed July 18 
• Areas in plan that state n/a because only applicapable to h2s present or unknown. Classified as 

h2s unknown. Not Fixed Fixed July 18 
• Contact info for BSEE needs updating. Not Fixed Fixed July 18 
• States attending vessels will be identified...when? Not Fixed Fixed July 18 
• Noble Safety Policy Manual SPM-505 4.1.3 bullet 2 states that in addition to the above, the fire 

watch shall make periodic checks with gas monitoring equipment. 250.113 (c ) (2)(iv) states 
must maintain a continuous surveillance with a portable gas detector during welding and 
burning operation if welding occurs in an area not equipped with a gas detector. Not Fixed Fixed 
July 18 

• Don’t see any standards or requirements for welders 250.110(a) written within the plan. Fixed 
• Provide test procedures for a successful test for proper installation of casing. Fixed 
• Are there 18 or 20 dedicated deadman bottles? Not Fixed Fixed July 18 

 

(b) (4), (b) (9)



2012 Shell Gulf of Mexico Chukchi Sea  June 2012 
Burger A  
OCS Y-2280 
 

Burger A  

 

• Three copies of the APD need to be submitted and only one public copy. In the future, do not 
include the public copy as part of the APD binder; submit them along with the APD. 

• Requested departure from 250.443(e) is not necessary. Either remove from departure page or 
change to “info.” 

• The cement volumes listed for interval 2 and 3 are less than the BSEE calculated necessary 
cement volumes.   

• Independent third party verification of the BOP stack are provisional…when will we receive non 
provisional verification?  

• No USCG Certificate of Inspection or Letter of Compliance present. 
• The welding plan letter dated June 9th still states that only periodic monitoring will occur if 

outside the safe welding area.  Per 30 CFR 250.113(c)(2)(iv), this is unacceptable. 
• Are there 18 or 20 bottles for the Deadman? This needs to be made clear within the APD.  



2012 Shell Gulf of Mexico Chukchi Sea  June 2012 
Burger F  
OCS Y-2267 
 

Burger F  

 

• Three copies of the APD need to be submitted and only one public copy. In the future, do not 
include the public copy as part of the APD binder; submit them along with the APD. 

• Requested departure from 250.443(e) is not necessary. Either remove from departure page or 
change to “info.” 

• The cement volumes listed for interval 2 and 3 are less than the BSEE calculated necessary 
cement volumes.   

• Independent third party verification of the BOP stack are provisional…when will we receive non 
provisional verification?  

• No USCG Certificate of Inspection or Letter of Compliance present. 
• The welding plan letter dated June 9th still states that only periodic monitoring will occur if 

outside the safe welding area.  Per 30 CFR 250.113(c)(2)(iv), this is unacceptable. 
• Are there 18 or 20 bottles for the Deadman? This needs to be made clear within the APD.  



2012 Shell Gulf of Mexico Chukchi Sea  June 2012 
Burger J  
OCS Y-2321 
 

Burger J  

 

• Three copies of the APD need to be submitted and only one public copy. In the future, do not 
include the public copy as part of the APD binder; submit them along with the APD. 

• Requested departure from 250.443(e) is not necessary. Either remove from departure page or 
change to “info.” 

• The cement volumes listed for interval 2 and 3 are less than the BSEE calculated necessary 
cement volumes.   

• Independent third party verification of the BOP stack are provisional…when will we receive non 
provisional verification?  

• No USCG Certificate of Inspection or Letter of Compliance present. 
• The welding plan letter dated June 9th still states that only periodic monitoring will occur if 

outside the safe welding area.  Per 30 CFR 250.113(c)(2)(iv), this is unacceptable. 
• Are there 18 or 20 bottles for the Deadman? This needs to be made clear within the APD.  



2012 Shell Gulf of Mexico Chukchi Sea  June 2012 
Burger R  
OCS Y-2294 
 

Burger R  

 

• Three copies of the APD need to be submitted and only one public copy. In the future, do not 
include the public copy as part of the APD binder; submit them along with the APD. 

• Requested departure from 250.443(e) is not necessary. Either remove from departure page or 
change to “info.” 

• The cement volumes listed for interval 2 and 3 are less than the BSEE calculated necessary 
cement volumes.   

• Independent third party verification of the BOP stack are provisional…when will we receive non 
provisional verification?  

• No USCG Certificate of Inspection or Letter of Compliance present. 
• The welding plan letter dated June 9th still states that only periodic monitoring will occur if 

outside the safe welding area.  Per 30 CFR 250.113(c)(2)(iv), this is unacceptable. 
• Are there 18 or 20 bottles for the Deadman? This needs to be made clear within the APD.  



2012 Shell Gulf of Mexico Chukchi Sea  June 2012 
Burger S  
OCS Y-2278 
 

Burger S  

 

• Three copies of the APD need to be submitted and only one public copy. In the future, do not 
include the public copy as part of the APD binder; submit them along with the APD. 

• On BSEE-123s, interval 3 FG does not match Pore Pressure plot. 
• Requested departure from 250.443(e) is not necessary. Either remove from departure page or 

change to “info.” 
• The cement volumes listed for interval 2 and 3 are less than the BSEE calculated necessary 

cement volumes.   
• Independent third party verification of the BOP stack are provisional…when will we receive non 

provisional verification?  
• No USCG Certificate of Inspection or Letter of Compliance present. 
• The welding plan letter dated June 9th still states that only periodic monitoring will occur if 

outside the safe welding area.  Per 30 CFR 250.113(c)(2)(iv), this is unacceptable. 
• Are there 18 or 20 bottles for the Deadman? This needs to be made clear within the APD.  



2012 Shell Gulf of Mexico Chukchi Sea  July 2012 
Burger A  
OCS Y-2280 
 

Burger A  

 

• Independent third party verification of the BOP stack are provisional…when will we receive non 
provisional verification? Just leaving in here as a reminder. 
 



2012 Shell Gulf of Mexico Chukchi Sea  July 2012 
Burger F  
OCS Y-2267 
 

Burger F  

 

• Independent third party verification of the BOP stack are provisional…when will we receive non 
provisional verification? Just leaving in here as a reminder. 



2012 Shell Gulf of Mexico Chukchi Sea  July 2012 
Burger J  
OCS Y-2321 
 

Burger J  

 

• Independent third party verification of the BOP stack are provisional…when will we receive non 
provisional verification? Just leaving in here as a reminder. 



2012 Shell Gulf of Mexico Chukchi Sea  July 2012 
Burger R  
OCS Y-2294 
 

Burger R  

 

• Independent third party verification of the BOP stack are provisional…when will we receive non 
provisional verification? Just leaving in here as a reminder. 



2012 Shell Gulf of Mexico Chukchi Sea  July 2012 
Burger S  
OCS Y-2278 
 

Burger S  

 

• Independent third party verification of the BOP stack are provisional…when will we receive non 
provisional verification? Just leaving in here as a reminder. 



2012 Shell Gulf of Mexico Chukchi Sea  July 2012 
Burger V  
OCS Y-2324 
 

Burger V  

 

• The APD BSEE-123 is not signed.  
• Independent third party verification of the BOP stack are provisional…when will we receive non 

provisional verification? Just leaving in here as a reminder. 



2012 Shell Gulf of Mexico Chukchi Sea  August 2012 
Burger A  
OCS Y-2280 
 

Burger A  

 

• Independent third party verification of the BOP stack are provisional…when will we receive non 
provisional verification? Just leaving in here as a reminder. 
 



2012 Shell Gulf of Mexico Chukchi Sea  August 2012 
Burger F  
OCS Y-2267 
 

Burger F  

 

• Independent third party verification of the BOP stack are provisional…when will we receive non 
provisional verification? Just leaving in here as a reminder. 



2012 Shell Gulf of Mexico Chukchi Sea  August 2012 
Burger J  
OCS Y-2321 
 

Burger J  

 

• Independent third party verification of the BOP stack are provisional…when will we receive non 
provisional verification? Just leaving in here as a reminder. 



2012 Shell Gulf of Mexico Chukchi Sea  August 2012 
Burger R  
OCS Y-2294 
 

Burger R  

 

• Independent third party verification of the BOP stack are provisional…when will we receive non 
provisional verification? Just leaving in here as a reminder. 



2012 Shell Gulf of Mexico Chukchi Sea  August 2012 
Burger S  
OCS Y-2278 
 

Burger S  

 

• Independent third party verification of the BOP stack are provisional…when will we receive non 
provisional verification? Just leaving in here as a reminder. 



2012 Shell Gulf of Mexico Chukchi Sea  August 2012 
Burger V  
OCS Y-2324 
 

Burger V  

 

• The APD BSEE-123 is not signed.  
• Independent third party verification of the BOP stack are provisional…when will we receive non 

provisional verification? Just leaving in here as a reminder. 



2012 Shell Gulf of Mexico Chukchi Sea  March 2012 
Burger A   March 16, 2012 Submittal 
OCS Y-2280  April  2012 
  June  2012 
  July  2012 

Burger A  

 

• On form BSEE-0123  
o Question the date Fixed 
o #33 has to be filled out on the public information copy Fixed 

• On form BSEE-0123s 
o #3, 7, and 8 don’t have to be filled out on the public copy Fixed 
o FG for interval 4 and 5 don’t match pore pressure plot Fixed 

• Fill up line departure is not necessary Not submitted as comment to Shell Fixed July 18 
• Request for drilling of a bypass hole will require submittal of a new APD Acknowledged 
• Will still need to provide an APM to perform abandonment procedures. Acknowledged 
• No BOP control diagrams Acknowledges they still need Fixed June 11 
• Maximum MASP used was 2341, yet highest Shell calculated is 3283 
• No 3rd party verification of BOP Stack Included West Engineering review…but provisional Part of 

APD Approval Letter 
• Normal minimal water depth is listed at 300 ft, yet water depth at location is 150 
• Noble Safety Policy Manual SPM-505 4.1.3 bullet 2 states that in addition to the above, the fire 

watch shall make periodic checks with gas monitoring equipment. 250.113 (c ) (2)(iv) states 
must maintain a continuous surveillance with a portable gas detector during welding and 
burning operation if welding occurs in an area not equipped with a gas detector. Shell will revise 
Fixed July 18 

• Don’t see any standards or requirements for welders 250.110(a) Welders are certified to ABS 6G 
Standard 

• There will be a minimum of two independent tested barriers across each flow path while drilling 
in any expected hydrocarbon-bearing zone at least one of which is mechanical? Be more 
specific? Letter from Les Skinner describing barriers 

• All ROV intervention functions must be tested on the stump test. Fixed 
• Seafloor tests should state what is being tested. Fixed 
• No procedures submitted to test the deadman on stump test or seafloor Fixed  
• H2S plan submitted with EP does not discuss the procedures for sustaining ignition and 

monitoring status of the flare as required by 250.490(f)(15) Submitted new H2S Plan 
 



2012 Shell Gulf of Mexico Chukchi Sea  May 2012 (Verbal Meeting) 
Burger A   April 17, 2012 Submittal 
OCS Y-2280  June  2012 
  July  2012 

Burger A  

 

• Interval 2 has wrong diverter rating Fixed 
• Interval 3 pore pressure does not match plot Fixed 
• Interval 4 casing test is not 500 above masp Fixed 
• 12 & 14 do have to be filled out on BSEE-123s Fixed 
• Need to be consistent in saying what they will test to between departures, procedures and 

forms Fixed 
• Fill up line waiver is not necessary Not Fixed Fixed July 18 
• Request not testing at casing point unless 7 day test due, but in drilling procedure it states they 

will be testing at the casing point…need to be consistent. Fixed 
• On surface casing, used wrong burst pressure in calculation Fixed 
• No BOP control diagrams Fixed 
• Third party verifications are still provisional Not Fixed Part of APD Approval Letter 
• No USCG letter of compliance Not Fixed Fixed July 18 
• Normal minimal water depth is listed at 300 ft on specs yet water depth for well is 150 Not Fixed 

Fixed July 18 
• Requesting waiver to not have flare system, yet plan talks about. Not Fixed Fixed July 18 
• Areas in plan that state n/a because only applicapable to h2s present or unknown. Classified as 

h2s unknown. Not Fixed Fixed July 18 
• Contact info for BSEE needs updating. Not Fixed Fixed July 18 
• States attending vessels will be identified...when? Not Fixed Fixed July 18 
• Noble Safety Policy Manual SPM-505 4.1.3 bullet 2 states that in addition to the above, the fire 

watch shall make periodic checks with gas monitoring equipment. 250.113 (c ) (2)(iv) states 
must maintain a continuous surveillance with a portable gas detector during welding and 
burning operation if welding occurs in an area not equipped with a gas detector. Not Fixed Fixed 
July 18 

• Don’t see any standards or requirements for welders 250.110(a) written within the plan. Fixed 
• Provide test procedures for a successful test for proper installation of casing. Fixed 
• Are there 18 or 20 dedicated deadman bottles? Not Fixed Fixed July 18 

 



2012 Shell Gulf of Mexico Chukchi Sea  June 2012 (2nd Verbal Meeting) 
Burger A   June 11, 2012 Submittal 
OCS Y-2280  July 2012 
 

Burger A  

 

• Three copies of the APD need to be submitted and only one public copy. In the future, do not 
include the public copy as part of the APD binder; submit them along with the APD. Hopefully 
will fix for future submittals 

• Requested departure from 250.443(e) is not necessary. Either remove from departure page or 
change to “info.” Fixed 

• The cement volumes listed for interval 2 and 3 are less than the BSEE calculated necessary 
cement volumes.  Fixed with cementing strategy letter submitted 

• Independent third party verification of the BOP stack are provisional…when will we receive non 
provisional verification? Not Fixed Part of APD Approval Letter 

• No USCG Certificate of Inspection or Letter of Compliance present. Fixed 
• The welding plan letter dated June 9th still states that only periodic monitoring will occur if 

outside the safe welding area.  Per 30 CFR 250.113(c)(2)(iv), this is unacceptable. Fixed 
• Are there 18 or 20 bottles for the Deadman? This needs to be made clear within the APD. Fixed 



2012 Shell Gulf of Mexico Chukchi Sea  July 2012 
Burger A   July 18, 2012 Submittal 
OCS Y-2280 
 

Burger A  

 

• Independent third party verification of the BOP stack are provisional…when will we receive non 
provisional verification? Just leaving in here as a reminder. Part of APD Approval Letter 
 



2012 Shell Gulf of Mexico Chukchi Sea  August 2012 
Burger A   July 31, 2012 Submittal 
OCS Y-2280 
 

Burger A  

 

• Independent third party verification of the BOP stack are provisional…when will we receive non 
provisional verification? Just leaving in here as a reminder. Part of APD Approval Letter 
 



2012 Shell Gulf of Mexico Chukchi Sea  May 2012 (Verbal Meeting) 
Burger F   April 17, 2012 Submittal 
OCS Y-2267  June  2012 
  July  2012 
 Burger F   

  

• 15 & 16 do not have to be filled out on BSEE-123 Fixed 
• 12 & 14 do have to be filled out on BSEE-123s but 16 does Fixed 
• Need to be consistent in saying what they will test to between departures, procedures and 

forms Fixed 
• Fill up line waiver is not necessary Not Fixed Fixed July 18 
• Request not testing at casing point unless 7 day test due, but in drilling procedure it states they 

will be testing at the casing point…need to be consistent. Fixed 
• No BOP control diagrams Fixed 
• Third party verifications are still provisional Not Fixed Part of APD Approval Letter 
• No USCG letter of compliance Not Fixed Fixed July 18 
• Normal minimal water depth is listed at 300 ft on specs yet water depth for well is 150 Not Fixed 

Fixed July 18 
• Requesting waiver to not have flare system, yet plan talks about. Not Fixed Fixed July 18 
• Areas in plan that state n/a because only applicapable to h2s present or unknown. Classified as 

h2s unknown. Not Fixed Fixed July 18 
• Contact info for BSEE needs updating. Not Fixed Fixed July 18 
• States attending vessels will be identified...when? Not Fixed Fixed July 18 
• Noble Safety Policy Manual SPM-505 4.1.3 bullet 2 states that in addition to the above, the fire 

watch shall make periodic checks with gas monitoring equipment. 250.113 (c ) (2)(iv) states 
must maintain a continuous surveillance with a portable gas detector during welding and 
burning operation if welding occurs in an area not equipped with a gas detector. Not Fixed Fixed 
July 18 

• Don’t see any standards or requirements for welders 250.110(a) written within the plan. Fixed 
• Provide test procedures for a successful test for proper installation of casing. Fixed 
• Are there 18 or 20 dedicated deadman bottles? Not Fixed Fixed July 18 

 



2012 Shell Gulf of Mexico Chukchi Sea  June 2012(2nd Verbal Meeting) 
Burger F   June 11, 2012 Submittal 
OCS Y-2267  July 2012 
 

Burger F  

 

• Three copies of the APD need to be submitted and only one public copy. In the future, do not 
include the public copy as part of the APD binder; submit them along with the APD. Fix for 
future 

• Requested departure from 250.443(e) is not necessary. Either remove from departure page or 
change to “info.” Fixed 

• The cement volumes listed for interval 2 and 3 are less than the BSEE calculated necessary 
cement volumes.  Fixed with cementing strategy letter 

• Independent third party verification of the BOP stack are provisional…when will we receive non 
provisional verification? Not Fixed Part of APD Approval Letter 

• No USCG Certificate of Inspection or Letter of Compliance present. Fixed 
• The welding plan letter dated June 9th still states that only periodic monitoring will occur if 

outside the safe welding area.  Per 30 CFR 250.113(c)(2)(iv), this is unacceptable. Fixed 
• Are there 18 or 20 bottles for the Deadman? This needs to be made clear within the APD. Fixed 



2012 Shell Gulf of Mexico Chukchi Sea  July 2012 
Burger F   July 18, 2012 Submittal 
OCS Y-2267 
 

Burger F  

 

• Independent third party verification of the BOP stack are provisional…when will we receive non 
provisional verification? Just leaving in here as a reminder. Part of APD Approval Letter 



2012 Shell Gulf of Mexico Chukchi Sea  August 2012 
Burger F   July 31, 2012 Submittal 
OCS Y-2267 
 

Burger F  

 

• Independent third party verification of the BOP stack are provisional…when will we receive non 
provisional verification? Just leaving in here as a reminder. Part of APD Approval Letter 



2012 Shell Gulf of Mexico Chukchi Sea  May 2012 (Verbal Meeting) 
Burger J   April 17, 2012 Submittal 
OCS Y-2321  June  2012 
  July  2012 

Burger J  

 

• 15 & 16 do not have to be filled out on BSEE-123 Fixed 
• 12 & 14 do have to be filled out on BSEE-123s but 16 does Fixed 
• Need to be consistent in saying what they will test to between departures, procedures and 

forms Fixed 
• Fill up line waiver is not necessary Not Fixed Fixed July 18 
• Request not testing at casing point unless 7 day test due, but in drilling procedure it states they 

will be testing at the casing point…need to be consistent. Fixed 
• On surface casing, used wrong burst pressure in calculation Fixed 
• No BOP control diagrams Fixed 
• Third party verifications are still provisional Not Fixed Part of APD Approval Letter 
• No USCG letter of compliance Not Fixed Fixed July 18 
• Normal minimal water depth is listed at 300 ft on specs yet water depth for well is 150 Not Fixed 

Fixed July 18 
• Requesting waiver to not have flare system, yet plan talks about. Not Fixed Fixed July 18 
• Areas in plan that state n/a because only applicapable to h2s present or unknown. Classified as 

h2s unknown. Not Fixed Fixed July 18 
• Contact info for BSEE needs updating. Not Fixed Fixed July 18 
• States attending vessels will be identified...when? Not Fixed Fixed July 18 
• Noble Safety Policy Manual SPM-505 4.1.3 bullet 2 states that in addition to the above, the fire 

watch shall make periodic checks with gas monitoring equipment. 250.113 (c ) (2)(iv) states 
must maintain a continuous surveillance with a portable gas detector during welding and 
burning operation if welding occurs in an area not equipped with a gas detector. Not Fixed Fixed 
July 18 

• Don’t see any standards or requirements for welders 250.110(a) written within the plan. Fixed 
• Provide test procedures for a successful test for proper installation of casing. Fixed 
• Are there 18 or 20 dedicated deadman bottles? Not Fixed Fixed July 18 

 



2012 Shell Gulf of Mexico Chukchi Sea  June 2012 (2nd Verbal Meeting) 
Burger J   June 11, 2012 Submittal 
OCS Y-2321  July 2012 
 

Burger J  

 

• Three copies of the APD need to be submitted and only one public copy. In the future, do not 
include the public copy as part of the APD binder; submit them along with the APD. Fix for 
future 

• Requested departure from 250.443(e) is not necessary. Either remove from departure page or 
change to “info.” Fixed 

• The cement volumes listed for interval 2 and 3 are less than the BSEE calculated necessary 
cement volumes.  Fixed with cementing strategy letter submitted 

• Independent third party verification of the BOP stack are provisional…when will we receive non 
provisional verification? Not Fixed Part of APD Approval Letter 

• No USCG Certificate of Inspection or Letter of Compliance present. Fixed 
• The welding plan letter dated June 9th still states that only periodic monitoring will occur if 

outside the safe welding area.  Per 30 CFR 250.113(c)(2)(iv), this is unacceptable. Fixed 
• Are there 18 or 20 bottles for the Deadman? This needs to be made clear within the APD. Fixed 



2012 Shell Gulf of Mexico Chukchi Sea  July 2012 
Burger J   July 18, 2012 Submittal 
OCS Y-2321 
 

Burger J  

 

• Independent third party verification of the BOP stack are provisional…when will we receive non 
provisional verification? Just leaving in here as a reminder. Part of APD approval Letter 



2012 Shell Gulf of Mexico Chukchi Sea  August 2012 
Burger J   July 31, 2012 Submittal 
OCS Y-2321 
 

Burger J  

 

• Independent third party verification of the BOP stack are provisional…when will we receive non 
provisional verification? Just leaving in here as a reminder. Part of APD approval letter 



2012 Shell Gulf of Mexico Chukchi Sea  May 2012 (Verbal Meeting) 
Burger R   April 17, 2012 Submittal 
OCS Y-2294  June  2012 
  July  2012 
 Burger R   

 

• 15 & 16 do not have to be filled out on BSEE-123 Fixed 
• 12 & 14 do have to be filled out on BSEE-123s but 16 does Fixed 
• AT 6100 ft margin between fluid weight and pore pressure is not .5 ppg Fixed 
• Need to be consistent in saying what they will test to between departures, procedures and 

forms Fixed 
• Fill up line waiver is not necessary Not Fixed Fixed July 18 
• Request not testing at casing point unless 7 day test due, but in drilling procedure it states they 

will be testing at the casing point…need to be consistent. Fixed 
• On surface casing, used wrong burst pressure in calculation Fixed 
• No BOP control diagrams Fixed 
• Third party verifications are still provisional Not Fixed Part of APD Approval Letter 
• No USCG letter of compliance Not Fixed Fixed July 18 
• Normal minimal water depth is listed at 300 ft on specs yet water depth for well is 150 Not Fixed 

Fixed July 18 
• Requesting waiver to not have flare system, yet plan talks about. Not Fixed Fixed July 18 
• Areas in plan that state n/a because only applicapable to h2s present or unknown. Classified as 

h2s unknown. Not Fixed Fixed July 18 
• Contact info for BSEE needs updating. Not Fixed Fixed July 18 
• States attending vessels will be identified...when? Not Fixed Fixed July 18 
• Noble Safety Policy Manual SPM-505 4.1.3 bullet 2 states that in addition to the above, the fire 

watch shall make periodic checks with gas monitoring equipment. 250.113 (c ) (2)(iv) states 
must maintain a continuous surveillance with a portable gas detector during welding and 
burning operation if welding occurs in an area not equipped with a gas detector. Not Fixed Fixed 
July 18 

• Don’t see any standards or requirements for welders 250.110(a) written within the plan. Fixed 
• Provide test procedures for a successful test for proper installation of casing. Fixed 
• Are there 18 or 20 dedicated deadman bottles? Not Fixed Fixed July 18 

 



2012 Shell Gulf of Mexico Chukchi Sea  June 2012(2nd Verbal Meeting) 
Burger R   June 11, 2012 Submittal 
OCS Y-2294  July 2012 
 

Burger R  

 

• Three copies of the APD need to be submitted and only one public copy. In the future, do not 
include the public copy as part of the APD binder; submit them along with the APD. Fix for 
future. 

• Requested departure from 250.443(e) is not necessary. Either remove from departure page or 
change to “info.” Fixed 

• The cement volumes listed for interval 2 and 3 are less than the BSEE calculated necessary 
cement volumes.  Fixed with cementing strategy letter 

• Independent third party verification of the BOP stack are provisional…when will we receive non 
provisional verification? Not Fixed Part of APD Approval Letter 

• No USCG Certificate of Inspection or Letter of Compliance present. Fixed 
• The welding plan letter dated June 9th still states that only periodic monitoring will occur if 

outside the safe welding area.  Per 30 CFR 250.113(c)(2)(iv), this is unacceptable. Fixed 
• Are there 18 or 20 bottles for the Deadman? This needs to be made clear within the APD. Fixed 



2012 Shell Gulf of Mexico Chukchi Sea  July 2012 
Burger R   July 18, 2012 Submittal 
OCS Y-2294 
 

Burger R  

 

• Independent third party verification of the BOP stack are provisional…when will we receive non 
provisional verification? Just leaving in here as a reminder. Not Fixed Part of APD Approval 
Letter 



2012 Shell Gulf of Mexico Chukchi Sea  August 2012 
Burger R   July 31, 2012 Submittal 
OCS Y-2294 
 

Burger R  

 

• Independent third party verification of the BOP stack are provisional…when will we receive non 
provisional verification? Just leaving in here as a reminder. Part of APD Approval Letter 



2012 Shell Gulf of Mexico Chukchi Sea  June 2012(2nd Verbal Meeting) 
Burger S   June 11, 2012 Submittal 
OCS Y-2278  July 2012 
 
 Burger S   

 

• Three copies of the APD need to be submitted and only one public copy. In the future, do not 
include the public copy as part of the APD binder; submit them along with the APD. Fix for 
future 

• On BSEE-123s, interval 3 FG does not match Pore Pressure plot. Fixed 
• Requested departure from 250.443(e) is not necessary. Either remove from departure page or 

change to “info.” Fixed 
• The cement volumes listed for interval 2 and 3 are less than the BSEE calculated necessary 

cement volumes.  Fixed with cementing strategy letter 
• Independent third party verification of the BOP stack are provisional…when will we receive non 

provisional verification? Not Fixed Part of APD Approval Letter 
• No USCG Certificate of Inspection or Letter of Compliance present. Fixed 
• The welding plan letter dated June 9th still states that only periodic monitoring will occur if 

outside the safe welding area.  Per 30 CFR 250.113(c)(2)(iv), this is unacceptable. Fixed 
• Are there 18 or 20 bottles for the Deadman? This needs to be made clear within the APD. Fixed 



2012 Shell Gulf of Mexico Chukchi Sea  July 2012 
Burger S   July 18, 2012 Submittal  
OCS Y-2278 
 

Burger S  

 

• Independent third party verification of the BOP stack are provisional…when will we receive non 
provisional verification? Just leaving in here as a reminder. Part of APD Approval Letter 



2012 Shell Gulf of Mexico Chukchi Sea  August 2012 
Burger S   July 31, 2012 Submittal 
OCS Y-2278 
 

Burger S  

 

• Independent third party verification of the BOP stack are provisional…when will we receive non 
provisional verification? Just leaving in here as a reminder. Part of APD Approval Letter 



2012 Shell Gulf of Mexico Chukchi Sea  May 2012 (Verbal Meeting) 
Burger V   April 17, 2012 Submittal 
OCS Y-2324  June  2012 
  July  2012 
 Burger v   

 

• 15 & 16 do not have to be filled out on BSEE-123 Fixed 
• 12 & 14 do have to be filled out on BSEE-123s but 16 does Fixed 
• Need to be consistent in saying what they will test to between departures, procedures and 

forms Fixed 
• Fill up line waiver is not necessary Not Fixed Fixed July 18 
• Request not testing at casing point unless 7 day test due, but in drilling procedure it states they 

will be testing at the casing point…need to be consistent. Fixed 
• On surface casing, used wrong burst pressure in calculation Fixed 
• No BOP control diagrams Fixed 
• Third party verifications are still provisional Not Fixed Part of APD Approval Letter 
• No USCG letter of compliance Not Fixed Fixed July 18 
• Normal minimal water depth is listed at 300 ft on specs yet water depth for well is 150 Not Fixed 

Fixed July 18 
• Requesting waiver to not have flare system, yet plan talks about. Not Fixed Fixed July 18 
• Areas in plan that state n/a because only applicapable to h2s present or unknown. Classified as 

h2s unknown. Not Fixed Fixed July 18 
• Contact info for BSEE needs updating. Not Fixed Fixed July 18 
• States attending vessels will be identified...when? Not Fixed Fixed July 18 
• Noble Safety Policy Manual SPM-505 4.1.3 bullet 2 states that in addition to the above, the fire 

watch shall make periodic checks with gas monitoring equipment. 250.113 (c ) (2)(iv) states 
must maintain a continuous surveillance with a portable gas detector during welding and 
burning operation if welding occurs in an area not equipped with a gas detector. Not Fixed Fixed 
July 18 

• Don’t see any standards or requirements for welders 250.110(a) written within the plan. Fixed 
• Provide test procedures for a successful test for proper installation of casing. Fixed 
• Are there 18 or 20 dedicated deadman bottles? Not Fixed Fixed July 18 

 



2012 Shell Gulf of Mexico Chukchi Sea  June 2012(2nd Verbal Meeting) 
Burger V   June 11, 2012 Submittal 
OCS Y-2324  July 2012 
 

Burger V  

 

• Three copies of the APD need to be submitted and only one public copy. In the future, do not 
include the public copy as part of the APD binder; submit them along with the APD. Fix for 
future 

• The APD BSEE-123 is not signed. Not Fixed 
• BSEE-123s interval 4, the Mud Weight does not match the Pore Pressure plot. Fixed 
• Requested departure from 250.443(e) is not necessary. Either remove from departure page or 

change to “info.” Fixed 
• The cement volumes listed for interval 2 and 3 are less than the BSEE calculated necessary 

cement volumes.  Fixed with cementing strategy letter submitted 
• Independent third party verification of the BOP stack are provisional…when will we receive non 

provisional verification? Not Fixed Part of APD Approval Letter 
• No USCG Certificate of Inspection or Letter of Compliance present. Fixed 
• The welding plan letter dated June 9th still states that only periodic monitoring will occur if 

outside the safe welding area.  Per 30 CFR 250.113(c)(2)(iv), this is unacceptable. Fixed 
• The Torok at 3135 ft. is not discussed in letter provided by Les Skinner. Fixed 
• Are there 18 or 20 bottles for the Deadman? This needs to be made clear within the APD. Fixed 



2012 Shell Gulf of Mexico Chukchi Sea  July 2012 
Burger V   July 18, 2012 Submittal 
OCS Y-2324 
 

Burger V  

 

• The APD BSEE-123 is not signed. Not Fixed 
• Independent third party verification of the BOP stack are provisional…when will we receive non 

provisional verification? Just leaving in here as a reminder. Not Fixed Part of APD Approval 
Letter 



2012 Shell Gulf of Mexico Chukchi Sea  August 2012 
Burger V   July 31, 2012 Submittal 
OCS Y-2324 
 

Burger V  

 

• The APD BSEE-123 is not signed. Not Fixed 
• Independent third party verification of the BOP stack are provisional…when will we receive non 

provisional verification? Just leaving in here as a reminder. Part of APD Approval Letter 

  



June 28, 2012 

Travel Trip Report 
Shell Drilling Rig Inspection Log; Seattle, WA 

 

Sunday, June 10 2012 

-Kyle Monkelien BSEE petroleum engineer and Michael Shank BSEE petroleum engineer arrived 
in Seattle from Anchorage. Randy Howell BSEE industrial specialist arrived in Seattle from 
personal travel in the evening. 

 

Monday, June 11 2012 

-Arrived at the USCG Sector Puget Sound inspections office and met LCDR Gretchen Bailey, 
CWO2 Iain Wells (our primary contact), LCDR Brian Khey of the 8th Coast Guard District, and 
Jay Jerome from the USCG Sector Anchorage. Discussed the plan for the inspection. 

-Drove to the Vigor Shipyard and boarded the Noble Discoverer. Discussed with the Shell (Jim 
Miller and Don Brown) and Noble representatives what we planned to do and what we 
expected to gain from our visit.  

-Performed a walk-around inspection of the ship. We looked at the derrick, top drive, crown 
block safety device, choke manifold parts, BOP, moon pool area, and riser tensioners. Then we 
went below deck to see the mud mixing room, mud pit room, shale shakers, and accumulator 
system. We came back above deck to see the safe welding area and to look at where the mud 
pit ventilator exhausts. There were no major issues with the equipment. The choke manifold 
was not in place, but the tags on the flanges checked out and it will be put together before the 
pre-drill inspection. Not all of the gas detectors were installed and none of them were tested 
while we were there. Afterwards we discussed what we saw with the Shell and Noble 
representatives. The Coast Guard checked the progress on a few of their outstanding items 
from their inspection the previous week. They looked at bulbs on the generator panels and 
tested the rudder control. 

 

Tuesday, June 12 2012 

-Arrived at the USCG Sector Puget Sound inspections office. Discussed the plan for the 
inspection. 



-Drove to the Vigor Shipyard and boarded the Kulluk. Discussed with the Shell (Don Brown) and 
Noble representatives what we planned to do and what we expected to gain from our visit. 

-We inspected the drilling floor equipment (BOP panels, driller's controls, derrick, crown block 
safety device, choke manifold, top drive). We inspected the moon pool area and the primary 
and back-up BOPs. Below-decks we inspected the mud mixing room, safe welding area, mud 
pit room, shale shakers, and the accumulator system.  

-We sat in on a meeting between the USCG inspectors (Brian Khey and Jay Jerome) and the 
Det Norske Veritas representatives that were performing the classification of the Kulluk. Hao 
Bing YU was the Senior Surveyor for DNV. They discussed the classification report and the 
USCG inspection and drills that would be performed when it was received. 

-Mark Fesmire Regional Director of BSEE Alaska Region arrived in the evening. 

 

Wednesday, June 13 2012 

-Kyle flew to Portland in the morning to perform the inspection on the capping stack. Travelled 
to Vigor Ship Yard Portland and performed visual inspection of the Capping Stack and controls 
as well as the mudline ROV accessible remote control panel for the BOP.  All equipment 
appeared to be complete and ready for operations.   Witnessing of actual deployment and 
testing of the system will be completed at a later date. 

-Randy and Michael went to the EPA office to meet with Rick Cool (our primary contact) the 
Alaska State Oversight/SRF for the NPDES Compliance Unit and Hanh Shaw the manager of 
the Oil , Gas, and Energy Sector. We discussed the environmental inspections that their office 
would like our inspectors to perform while on duty on the rig. They provided us with some 
documents to detail what is involved in the environmental inspections. 

 

Thursday, June 14 2012 

-Mark, Randy, and Michael went to the USCG Sector Puget Sound inspection office to follow 
along while the CG inspectors reviewed the progress on some of their outstanding inspection 
items on the Noble Discoverer. However due to travel delays we were not able to coordinate 
our visit. 

Kyle provided transportation for the Director to Vigor Shipyard Portland to observe the capping 
Stack and associated equipment.  Briefing and tour provided by Shell Vice President Pete 
Slaiby. 

 

Friday, June 15 2012 

alcantan
Comment on Text
Are these documents provided as being responsive to this FOIA? 

tankersly
Sticky Note
The documents that were provided to Mike and Randy were example copies of inspection forms that are used by the EPA.  The actual inspection forms that we use were provided in response to FOIA 2013-00020.



-Mark flew back to Anchorage in the morning.  

- Randy and Michael followed along on the USCG inspection of the Kulluk. We met the CG at 
their office and discussed the plan for the inspection. 

-Items inspected include, but are not limited to: immersion suits, life boats, life rafts, pfds, fire 
hoses, pumps to the fire hoses, fire doors, general health and safety items in the 
accommodations (medical facilities, galley, bathrooms, bunks), and emergency lighting. A fire 
and rig abandonment drill was also performed. We left before the end of the inspection in 
order to make our flight. 

-Randy and Michael flew back to Anchorage in the evening. 
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