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Memorandum of Understanding 
For  

The Establishment, Endorsement, and Support of the 
Alaska Invasive Species Workgroup 

 
 

Among the 
 
 

STATE OF ALASKA 
 

and 
 

NON-GOVERNMENT ORGANIZATIONS 
 

and  
 

PRIVATE ORGANIZATIONS 
 

and 
 

FEDERAL AGENCIES 
 
 

(SEE SIGNATORY PAGES FOR LISTS OF AGENCIES AND 
ORGANIZATIONS) 
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Memorandum of Understanding 

For  
The Establishment, Endorsement, and Support of the 

Alaska Invasive Species Workgroup 
 
This Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) is made and entered into by and among the 
signatory parties. 
 
  
A. Purpose 
 
The purpose of this memorandum is to establish an Alaska Invasive Species Workgroup to 
minimize invasive species impacts in Alaska by facilitating collaboration, cooperation and 
communication.  
 
The signatory parties propose to work together within the scope of their respective authorities 
toward the goals outlined below. 
 
 
B. Goals of the Alaska Invasive Species Workgroup 
 

1. Clarify the jurisdictional authorities of signatory parties as they relate to invasive species 
management. 

2. Share the scientific and technical expertise of the parties related to invasive species 
management.  

3. Encourage and enable signatory party employees or members to work collaboratively to 
optimize their respective capabilities to minimize invasive species impacts. 

4. Collaborate in the development of a needs assessment and drafting of a statewide 
strategic plan for the management of invasive species. 

5. Consider the formation by the State of Alaska, in collaboration with the other signatory 
parties, a formal structure for continued collaboration, cooperation and communication to 
minimize invasive species impacts in Alaska. 

 
C. It Is Mutually Agreed and Understood by Signatory Agencies: 
 

1. Specific work projects or activities which involve the transfer of funds, services, or 
property between the parties to this MOU will require the execution of separate 
agreements or contracts, contingent upon the availability of funds as appropriated by the 
Alaska State Legislature, United States Congress, or other applicable governmental units 
or provided by other parties to this MOU. Each subsequent agreement or arrangement 
that involves the transfer of funds, services, or property among the parties to this MOU 
must comply with all applicable statutes and regulations, including those statutes and 
regulations dealing with competition applicable to procurement and financial assistance 
activities, and must be independently authorized by appropriate statutory authority.  

2. This MOU in no way restricts signatory parties from participating in similar activities or 
arrangements with other public or private agencies, organizations, or individuals. 

3. Nothing in this MOU shall obligate signatory parties to expend appropriations or to enter 
into any contracts or other obligations.  

4. The workgroup coordinators and contacts for this agreement are listed under Exhibits.  
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5. Modifications within the scope of the MOU shall be made by mutual consent of the 
parties, by the issuance of a written modification, signed and dated by all parties, prior to 
any changes being performed. 

6. This MOU is executed as of the date of last signature and is effective through December 
31, 2011, at which time it will expire unless extended. 

 
Appendices: 
Exhibit A - Principal Contacts and Invasive Coordinators (see attached) 
Exhibit B - State of Alaska Signatories 
Exhibit C - Non-Government Organizations Signatories 
Exhibit D - Private Organizations Signatories 
Exhibit E - Federal Agencies Signatories  
E.1 Department of Agriculture Signatories 
E.2 Department of Commerce Signatories 
E.3 Department of Defense Signatories 
E.4 Department of Homeland Security Signatories 
E.5 Department of Interior Signatories 
Exhibit F – BLM-AK Authorities Letter 
 
 
Exhibit A - AISWG Contacts (primarily attendees of the April 2006 meeting in Anchorage) 
 
State of Alaska Contacts 
 
State of Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation, Pesticide Program  
Rosemarie Lombardi, VMD 
Environmental Specialist  
907-376-1866  
Rosemarie_Lombardi@dec.state.ak.us 
 
State of Alaska Department of Fish and Game  
Douglas Vincent-Lang 
Special Assistant  
907-267-2339  
douglas_vincent-lang@fishgame.state.ak.us 
 
State of Alaska Department of Natural Resources  
Rachael Petro  
Special Assistant to the Commissioner  
907-269-8434  
rachael_petro@dnr.state.ak.us 
 
State of Alaska Department of Natural Resources, Division of Agriculture  
Larry DeVilbiss  
Director  
907-745-7200  
larry_devilbiss@dnr.state.ak.us 
 
State of Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities, Operations and Maintenance  
Larry Johnson  
Integrated Vegetation Management Coordinator 
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907-458-6899  
larry_johnson@dot.state.ak.us 
 
University of Alaska Fairbanks School of Natural Resources and Agriculture Science  
Matt Cronin  
Governor's Office Representative  
907-786-6378  
croninm@aol.com 
 
 
Non-Governmental Organization Contacts 
 
Alaska Association of Conservation Districts  
Gino Graziano  
Invasive Plant Program Coordinator 
907-354-1227  
cwma@ak.net 
  
Alaska Conservation Alliance (Alaska Conservation Voters)  
Caitlin Higgins  
Outreach Organizer  
907-258-6175  
Caitlin@akvoice.org  
 
Alaska Conservation Alliance  
Kate Troll  
Executive Director  
907-258-6171  
kate@akvoice.org 
 
Alaska Intertribal Council  
Anne Jourdan  
Environmental Coordinator  
907-563-9334  
ajourdan@ALASKAINTERTRIBAL.ORG 
  
Cook Inlet Regional Citizens Advisory Council  
Steven Howell  
Director of Public Outreach  
907-283-7222  
howell@circac.org 
 
Prince William Sound Regional Citizens’ Advisory Council  
Dan Gilson  
Project Manager, Oil Spill Prevention & Response Operations  
907-834-5040  
gilson@pwsrcac.org 
  
Prince William Sound Regional Citizens’ Advisory Council  
Lisa Ka'aihue 
Project Manager, Environmental Monitoring  
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907-273-6225  
kaaihue@pwsrcac.org 
 
Prince William Soundkeeper 
Sharry Miller 
Executive Director 
907-835-5503 
sharry@pwsoundkeeper.org 
 
The Nature Conservancy Alaska Field Office 
Shelly Morgan  
Executive Coordinator  
907-276-3133 ex 115 
smorgan@tnc.org 
 
University of Alaska Fairbanks Cooperative Extension Service 
Michele Hebert  
Land Resources Program Chair  
907-474-2423 
ffmah@uaf.edu 
 
University of Alaska Fairbanks Cooperative Extension Service 
Deena Jallen  
Invasive Species Program Assistant  
907-474-2422  
fndmj@uaf.edu 
 
University of Alaska Fairbanks Cooperative Extension Service 
Tony Nakazawa, PhD 
Director  
907-474-7246  
fnatn@uaf.edu 
 
 
Federal Contacts 
 
US Department of Agriculture Agricultural Research Service, Subarctic Agricultural Research 
Unit  
Jeffery Conn, PhD 
Research Agronomist  
907-474-7652  
ffjsc1@uaf.edu 
 
US Department of Agriculture Agricultural Research Service, Subarctic Agricultural Research 
Unit  
Steven Seefeldt  
Research Agronomist  
907-474-1898  
sseefeldt@pw.ars.usda.gov 
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US Department of Agriculture Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, Plant Protection and 
Quarantine  
Ann Ferguson  
State Plant Health Director  
907-357-9542  
ann.ferguson@aphis.usda.gov 
 
US Department of Agriculture Forest Service, National Forest System 
Barbara A. Schrader, PhD 
Regional Ecologist and Invasive Species Coordinator 
907-586-7863 
bschrader@fs.fed.us 
 
US Department of Agriculture Forest Service, State and Private Forestry  
Michael Shephard  
Vegetation Ecologist  
907-743-9454  
mshephard@fs.fed.us 
 
US Department of Agriculture Natural Resources Conservation Service  
Calvin Steele  
Rangeland Management Specialist  
907-761-7741  
calvin.steele@ak.usda.gov 
 
US Department of Agriculture Natural Resources Conservation Service  
Gene Schock  
Soil Conservationist  
907-761-7715  
eugene.schock@ak.usda.gov 
US Department of Commerce National Marine Fisheries Service, Alaska Region/HCD  
Linda Shaw  
Wildlife Biologist  
907-586-7510  
Linda.Shaw@noaa.gov 
 
US Department of Commerce Sea Grant, AK Sea Grant College Program  
Brian Allee, PhD 
Director  
907-474-7949  
allee@sfos.uaf.edu 
 
US Department of Defense, Army    
Josh Buzby  
Ecologist   
Joshua.buzby@us.army.mil 
 
US Department of Defense, Army    
Josh Carlson  
Ecologist   
Josh.carlson@us.army.mil 
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US Department of Defense, Army  
Jeffrey Mason  
Range and Training Land Assessment Program Coordinator  
907-873-1615  
Jeffrey.mason3@us.army.mil 
 
US Department of Defense, Army Center for Environmental Management of Military Lands  
Chris Garner  
Natural Resources Specialist  
907-384-2744  
christopher.d.garner@us.army.mil 
 
US Department of Defense, Coast Guard 17th District 
Robert S. Fields, LT 
Preventions Department 
907-463-2812 
Robert.S.Fields@uscg.mil 
 
US Department of Homeland Security US Customs and Boarder Protection  
John Sheahan  
Agricultural Inspector Supervisor  
907-271-6873  
john.sheahan@dhs.gov 
 
US Department of the Interior Bureau of Indian Affairs  
Keith Kahklen  
Natural Resources Coordinator  
907-586-7618  
 
US Department of the Interior Bureau of Land Management  
Jeanne Standley  
State Vegetation Specialist  
907-271-3082  
Jeanne_Standley@ak.blm.gov 
 
US Department of the Interior Fish and Wildlife Service, Alaska Region  
Denny Lassuy, PhD 
Invasive Species Coordinator  
907-786-3813  
denny_lassuy@fws.gov 
 
US Department of the Interior Geological Survey, Alaska Science Center  
Joy Geiselman  
Deputy Chief, Biological Science Office  
907-786-3668  
joy_geiselman@usgs.gov 
 
US Department of the Interior Minerals Management Services, Alaska Region  
Susan Banet  
Supervisory Geologist  
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907-334-5323  
Susan.Banet@mms.gov 
 
US Department of the Interior National Park Service, Alaska Region-Natural Resources Team  
Judy Alderson (contact Jeff Heys)  
Regional Wilderness Specialist   
907 644-3442  
Judy_Alderson@nps.gov 
 
US Department of the Interior National Park Service, Alaska Region  
Jeff Heys 
Exotic Plant Management Team Liaison  
907-644-3451  
jeff_heys@nps.gov 
 
 
EXHIBIT B – State of Alaska Signatories: 
 
THE PARTIES HERETO have executed this instrument (State Parties): 
 
 
_____________________________                     ______________________________ 
Kurt Fredriksson, Commissioner                    Date 
Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation                        
 
     
_____________________________                     ______________________________ 
McKie Campbell, Commissioner              Date 
Alaska Department of Fish and Game         
          
 
_____________________________                     ______________________________ 
Michael Menge, Commissioner              Date 
Alaska Department of Natural Resources 
 
 
_____________________________                     ______________________________ 
Mike Barton, Commissioner               Date  
Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities 
 
 
_____________________________                     _______________________________ 
Steve Jones, Chancellor          Date 
University of Alaska Fairbanks, Cooperative Extension Service 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

MOU                                                                                                                                                                                Page 9 of 13 
Alaska Invasive Species Workgroup 

Exhibit C - Non-Government Organizations Signatories 
 
THE PARTIES HERETO have executed this instrument (NGO Parties): 
  
 
_____________________________                     _______________________________ 
Al Poindexter, Executive Director         Date 
Alaska Association of Conservation Districts 
 
 
_____________________________                     _______________________________ 
Steven E. Sumida, Executive Director (Acting)      Date 
Alaska Inter-Tribal Council 
 
 
_____________________________                     _______________________________ 
Kate Troll, Executive Director         Date 
Alaska Conservation Alliance 
 
_____________________________                     _______________________________ 
Michael L. Munger, Executive Director        Date 
Cook Inlet Regional Citizens’ Advisory Council 
 
 
_____________________________                     _______________________________ 
John S. Devens, PhD., Executive Director       Date 
Prince William Sound Regional Citizens’ Advisory Council 
 
 
_____________________________                     _______________________________ 
Sharry Miller, Executive Director         Date 
Prince William Soundkeeper 
 
 
_____________________________                     _______________________________ 
David Banks, State Director          Date 
The Nature Conservancy in Alaska   
 
 
 
Exhibit D - Private Organizations Signatories 
 
THE PARTIES HERETO have executed this instrument (Private): 
 
 
_____________________________                     _______________________________ 
 
Signature                                                                     Date  
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Exhibit E – Federal Signatories 
 
THE PARTIES HERETO have executed this instrument (Federal Parties): 
 
Exhibit E.1 - U.S. Department of Agriculture  
 
 
_____________________________         ________________________________ 
Ann Ferguson, State Plant Health Director      Date  
USDA Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service 
 
 
_____________________________                     _______________________________ 
Dennis E. Bschor, Regional Forester       Date 
USDA Forest Service-Alaska Region 
                                  
 
_____________________________                     _______________________________ 
Robert Jones, State Conservationist         Date 
USDA National Resource Conservation Service 
 
 
 
Exhibit E.2 - U.S. Department of Commerce 
 
 
_____________________________                     _______________________________ 
Doug Mecum, Acting Administrator         Date 
USDC National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, Alaska Region 
 
 
 
Exhibit E.3 - U.S. Department of Defense  
 
 
_____________________________                     _______________________________ 
David L. Shutt, Colonel          Date 
USDD Army 
 
Exhibit E.4 - U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
 
 
_____________________________         ________________________________ 

                                                                     Date  
USDHS Customs and Border Protection 
 
 
_____________________________         ________________________________ 

                                                                      Date  
USDHS Coast Guard 
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Exhibit E.5 - U.S. Department of the Interior 
       
 
_____________________________         ________________________________ 
Niles Cesar, Regional Director                                      Date 
USDI Bureau of Indian Affairs  
 
 
 
_____________________________         ________________________________ 
Henri Bisson, Alaska State Director                                      Date  
USDI Bureau of Land Management 
 
 
_____________________________         ________________________________ 
Thomas O. Melius, Regional Director                        Date  
USDI Fish and Wildlife Service, Alaska Region 
 
 
_____________________________         ________________________________ 
Leslie Holland-Bartels, Science Center Director                                    Date 
USDI Geological Survey  
 
 
_____________________________         ________________________________ 
John Goll, Regional Director                                     Date 
USDI Minerals Management Service  
 
 
 
 
_____________________________         ________________________________ 
Marcia Blaszak, Regional Director                                      Date 
USDI National Park Service, Alaska Region  
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Exhibit F – BLM-AK Authorities Letter 
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