Gulf of Mexico Region 

Spills ≥ 50 Barrels (2,100 gallons) – 2011
February 15, 2011 – Flextrend Development Company, L.L.C.
	Pollution:
	67 bbl
	Crude Oil/ Condensate:
	67 bbl

	Refined Petroleum:
	None
	Synthetic Oil Fluids*:
	None

	Chemicals:
	None
	Event:
	Pollution

	MMS Investigation Report:
	Accident Incident Report Only 
	Activity:
	Development/Production

	Lease:
	G13363
	Operation:
	Production

	Area:
	Garden Banks
	Cause:
	Equipment Failure

	Block:
	72
	Distance to Shore:
	 164 Miles

	Rig:
	Platform A
	Water Depth:
	 541 Feet


Remarks:  Pollution was coming from Flextrend's GB 117 Well #001.  Flextrend discovered the leak coming from a coflexip jumper line between the subsea well and the pipeline sled.  The leak was discovered at 0100 hrs and the well was shut in at 0115 hrs.  The line was bled off to stop the pollution.  
NRC Report: 967497 


July 31, 2011 – Shell Offshore Inc.
	Pollution:
	70.2 bbl
	Crude Oil/ Condensate:
	None

	Refined Petroleum:
	None
	Synthetic Oil Fluids*:
	70.2 bbl synthetic base fluid (60%) in 117 bbl SBM

	Chemicals:
	None
	Event:
	Pollution

	MMS Investigation Report:
	Accident Incident Report Only 
	Activity:
	Development/Production

	Lease:
	G20871
	Operation:
	Drilling

	Area:
	Alaminos Canyon
	Causes:
	Human Error

	Block:
	859
	Distance to Shore:
	180 Miles

	Rig:
	Noble Danny Adkins DP Semisubmersible
	Water Depth:
	 9,627 Feet


Remarks:  Upon re-latching the LMRP and after displacing choke line from Seawater to 10.0 ppg SBM, it was realized that 117 bbls of SBM (synthetic oil ratio 60%) was inadvertently pumped overboard through the permitted discharge point due to mis-alignment of the standpipe manifold.  Did not see a sheen.
NRC Report: 984448 

December 18, 2011 – Shell Offshore Inc.
	Pollution:
	181.8 bbl
	Crude Oil/ Condensate:
	None

	Refined Petroleum:
	None
	Synthetic Oil Fluids*:
	181.83 bbl synthetic base fluid (57%) in 319 bbl SBM

	Chemicals:
	None
	Event:
	Pollution 

	MMS Investigation Report:
	Pending
	Activity:
	Exploration

	Lease:
	G19939
	Operation:
	Drilling

	Area:
	Mississippi Canyon
	Causes:
	Equipment Failure

	Block:
	348
	Distance to Shore:
	88 miles

	Platform:
	Transocean Deepwater  Nautilus Semisubmersible
	Water Depth:
	7,257 Feet


Remarks: During drilling operations, minor SBM losses were noticed to the well. Losses began to increase, at which point the ROV began a riser/wellhead inspection.  At a depth of 6,865 ft a leak was observed on the boost line at joints 5 and 6 of the marine riser. Pumps were stopped and boost line was isolated. Leak was subsequently isolated and stopped. It was calculated that 319 barrels of SBM were lost. Base fluid concentration of the SBM was 57% for a total of 180.2 barrels of base fluid (commonly referred to as "base oil") discharged. There was no sheen on the water as verified by a flyover of the area.
NRC Report: 998417


One Barrel (bbl) Equals 42 U.S.      Gallons (gal)
	U.S.      Coast Guard Spill Size Categories
	MINOR
	MEDIUM
	MAJOR

	
	Less than 238 barrels (Less than 10,000 gallons)
	238 to 2,380 barrels (10,000 to 99,999 gallons)
	2,381 barrels and more (100,000 gallons and more)

	Size Categories are for coastal and offshore waters and are based solely on spill volume.


Synthetic Oil Fluids*: In deepwater drilling, synthetic-based muds (SBM’s) are preferred over petroleum oil-based muds (OBM’s) due to the SBM's superior performance properties.      The synthetic oils used in SBM’s are relatively non-toxic to the marine environment and have the potential to biodegrade.
60%**: Indicates that for a synthetic-based mud release, the exact percentage of volume of synthetic base oil to total volume of mud released was not available and 60% was used as a reasonable approximation.
75%***: Indicates that for an oil-based mud release, the exact percentage of volume of base oil to total volume of mud released was not available and 75% was used as a reasonable approximation.  Diesel is assumed to be the base oil in OBM unless otherwise specified.
