UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE | NTERI OR
BUREAU OF SAFETY AND ENVI RONMENTAL ENFORCEMENT
GULF OF MEXI CO REG ON

ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORT

1. OCCURRED
DATE: 02- MAY-2021 TIME 1011
2. OPERATOR: Cox Operating, L.L.C

REPRESENTATI VE:
TELEPHONE:
CONTRACTOR:
REPRESENTATI VE:
TELEPHONE:

HOURS

For Public Release

[ | STRUCTURAL DANAGE

CRANE

| |OTHER LI FTING
DAVAGEDY DI SABLED SAFETY SYS.

I NCI DENT >$25K 2, 000, 000
H2S/ 15M N. / 20PPM

[ |REQUI RED MUSTER

SHUTDOMN FROM GAS RELEASE

| |OTHER

3. OPERATOR/ CONTRACTOR REPRESENTATI VE/ SUPERVI SOR 8. OPERATI ON:

ON SI TE AT TI ME OF | NCI DENT:

[X] PRODUCTI ON
4. LEASE: (01361 | [DRILLING
AREA: ST LATI TUDE: || VVORKOVER
: L ONG TUDE. | COVPLETI ON
BLOCK: 26 : | HELI COPTER
| MOTOR VESSEL
5. PLATFORM A | PI PELI NE SEGVENT NO.
R G NAME: || OTHER
6. ACTIVITY: ] EXPLORATI ON( POE)
DEVEL OPVENT/ PRODUCTI ON 9. CAUSE:
( DOCD/ POD)
7. TYPE _
| NJUR! ES: N e FRE
[] H STORIC I NILRY | EXTERNAL DAMAGE
B OPERATCR CONTRACTOR ™1 SLI P/ TRI P/ FALL
[ ] REQUI RED EVACUATI ON X| WEATHER RELATED
| LTA (1-3 days) | LEAK
| LTA (>3 days) || UPSET H20 TREATI NG
(| RWJT (1-3 days) | OVERBOARD DRI LLI NG FLUI D
RWJT (>3 days) | OTHER
| | FATALI TY
11. DI STANCE FROM SHORE: 7 M.
POLLUTI ON
Fl RE 12. W ND DI RECTI ON:
EXPLOSI ON SPEED: M P. H.
LWC 7] HI STORI C BLOWOUT 13. CURRENT DI RECTI ON:
UNDERGROUND SPEED: M P. H,
SURFACE
I:l DEVERTER 14. SEA STATE: FT.
[[] SURFACE EQUI PMENT FAI LURE OR PROCEDURES 15. Pl CTURES TAKEN:
COLISION  [JHSTORIC []>$25K  []<=$25k 16. STATEMENT TAKEN:
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17. | NVESTI GATI ON FI NDI NGS: For Public Release

During the norning hours of Wdnesday, May 2, 2021, a fire incident occurred on a
fixed, unmanned, out-of-service, double structure |ocated at South Tinbalier Block 26
PlatformA and A-Quarters (ST-26 "A"/"A-QIR'), Lease OCS-G 01361. The operator of
record is Cox Qperating, L.L.C (Cox). During the norning of the incident, there were
severe thunderstorns in the vicinity and the Lead Operator on the nearby ST-26 “D’
structure observed snoke coming fromthe ST-26 “A” Facility. The Lead Operator

i mredi ately contacted the Field Foreman to dispatch their field notor vessel and
others to the scene to assist in putting the fire out. The notor vessels involved in
extinguishing the fire were the MV Kobe Chouest, MV Loop Responder, MYV Seacor
Brave, and the MV Mss Jessica Faye. No injuries were reported and an investigation
was initiated.

Shortly after 10:00 hrs on May 2, 2021, the Lead Operator at the ST-26 "D' facility
observed snoke coming fromthe ST-26 "A" facility. He noted that "conditions were
poor, with thunderstorms in the area which nade visibility poor". He inmediately
contacted the Senior Lead Qperator at the ST-27 "E' facility. The Senior Lead
Qperator reported to the Field Foreman that ST-26 “A’ was on fire after bad weat her
passed through the field. The Field Foreman dispatched their field boat MV M ss
Jessica Faye from ST-54 "G' to ST-26 "A" which was one hour away. The Field Forenman
inturn called to informhis Superintendent and got another phone call fromthe Senior
Lead who reported that the fire was getting worse. They went to the Vessel Finder
website to find the nearby MV Kobe Chouest and contacted themvia marine radio to see
if they could assist in putting the fire out. While on the marine radio, the United
States Coast Guard (USCG called the Senior Lead Operator for information about ST-26
“A". As aresult, the USCG called all marine boats in the area to cone and assi st.
The MV Loop Responder went to assist the MV Kobe Chouest who arrived on the scene
and comenced sprayi ng water cannons on the fire on the “A” structure. The
Superintendent and Production HSE reported that response flights were initially

del ayed due to weather, but eventually they, along with Field Foreman, were able to
depart for ST-26 "A-QIR' around noon. They reported that upon circling the ST-26
"A'"/"A-QIR" Facility, no visible flanmes could be seen and they noticed a sheen
emtting fromthe facility into offshore waters. They reported that the MV Loop
Responder had wat er cannons spraying on the Production Deck of ST-26 "A" for several
hours. Senior Lead Operator reported that he, an Qperator, and Field Electrician
travel ed by boat to the ST-26 “A"/"A-QIR' Facility via MV M ss Jessica Faye and
waited for the helicopter to land at the ST-26 "A-QIR" facility before boarding the
facility around 12:40 hrs. Al individuals nmet at the ST-26 "A-QIR' facility and

wal ked across the bridge to "A" facility to shut off the main breaker in the MCC and
di esel generator that powered the Communications Building. At approximtely 14:00
hrs, they reportedly wal ked across the bridge to "A" Facility and saw a small flanme
coming fromthe Dry G| Tank and Conmmuni cations Building area. They retreated back to
safety at the “A-QIR’ facility and had the water cannon del uge begi n again. At
approxi mately 15:30 hrs, seeing no flanes, the group had the water cannons shut down
and were able to safely assess the damage nore closely. They went to the | ower |evel
where they saw t he deck boards snol dering frombelow. Again, they retreated back to
“A-QITR’ and had the water cannon deluge cut back on for 3-4 nore hours. Then, they
“rigged-up” a 2" hose fromthe MV Mss Jessica Faye to punp water fromthe boat to
extingui sh the snol deri ng deckboards from bel ow the deck. The group continued this
effort until departure and had another boat, the MV Seacor Brave, continue water
spray after their departure. Despite continued water deluge throughout the night,
deck boards continued to snoke until the next day. The fire was conpletely

ext i ngui shed by the next norning, Mnday, My 3, 2021.

The Bureau of Safety and Environnental Enforcenment (BSEE) |Inspectors conducted an
onsite incident investigation on May 3, 2021, and coll ected docunentation including
pi ctures and wi tness statenents. Through physical inspection of the site of the

i ncident, review of witness statenents, and validation of information, it was
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For Public Release
determ ned that the cause of the fire was lightning striking the Conmuni cati ons Tower

and Communi cations Building. The investigation revealed that the Comunications
Bui | di ng was destroyed and fire danage decreased in severity extending away fromthat
point in all directions. Danmage to the Communi cati ons Tower, including charring and
di scol oration to the supporting structure in nmultiple areas were indicative of

I ightning damage. BSEE verified weather reports and confirned w tness statenments
reporting severe lightning and thunderstorns. 1In fact, nultiple thunderstorns passed
through the area prior to and the norning of the fire incident. It should also be
noted that fire danage was nost likely intensified by the presence of a hydrocarbon
bearing Dry O | Tank nearby. The scene indicated the Dry Ol Tank was danaged
initially by intense heat to the point that process piping separated at the welds in
multiple areas as the Dry Q| Tank ballooned, swelling fromheat. Due to the height
of the piping that was found separated at the welds (closer to the bottom of the
tank), the presence of some residual oil on the sides of the tank, in the contai nment
skid, on the top wooden deck and spanning down to the deck bel ow and underneath, and
ultimately evidenced by NRC report #1304048, it can be deternined that hydrocarbons
escaped fromthe Dry Ol Tank. The release and ignition of these hydrocarbons
contributed to the severity of the damage. There is no evidence of an additiona
possi bl e source of ignition

18. LI ST THE PROBABLE CAUSE(S) OF ACCI DENT:

Weat her related - lightning striked the Comuni cati ons Tower and Commruni cati ons
Bui | di ng

19. LI ST THE CONTRI BUTI NG CAUSE(S) OF ACCI DENT:

None

20. LI'ST THE ADDI TI ONAL | NFORVATI ON:

n/ a

21. PROPERTY DAMAGED: NATURE OF DAMAGE:
Conmuni cati ons Bl dg, Good G| Tank, LACT Fire severely destroyed or damaged nost of
Skid, Air Conpressors, Dry G| Punps, the equi pnent in the vicinity of the
Conmuni cati ons Tower, decki ng, Conpressor, conmuni cati ons tower

| adder cages, SCADA wiring/device, process
pi ping, drain lines, SDV s,

Fi refighting/Lifesaving Equi pnent

ESTI MATED AMOUNT ( TOTAL) : $2, 000, 000

22. RECOMVENDATI ONS TO PREVENT RECURRANCE NARRATI VE:

BSEE Houna District has no recomrendations for the Ofice of Incident Investigations at
this tine.

23. PCSSI BLE COCS VI OLATI ONS RELATED TO ACCI DENT: NO

24, SPECI FY VI OLATI ONS DI RECTLY OR | NDI RECTLY CONTRI BUTI NG NARRATI VE

None

25. DATE OF ONSI TE | NVESTI GATI ON: 28. ACCI DENT CLASSI FI CATI ON
04- MAY- 2021

26. | NVESTI GATI ON TEAM MEMBERS
Ni chol as Bruce / Brandon Duni gan- Author /
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27. OPERATOR REPORT ON FI LE:

MVS - FORM 2010
EV2010R

20. PBCETBENT SNREBYI 88RI ON
AP PRYFP MO
OCS REPORT:

APPROVED
DATE: 18- AUG 2021

For Public Release
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