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DP Incident- background 
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• On October 10, 2015 a OSV was tied onto surface well cap 
• The OSV lost station keeping due to unknown reasons at this time 
• The OSV was only a DP1 vessel 

• Which does not require a disconnect sequence 

• No disconnect was initiated and the tree cap was pulled off the well 
• Quote from the Safety Alert: 



Incident Photos 
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As a result of the DP incident the well cap was pulled of the well entirely 



BSEE Conclusions 
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• A BSEE and USCG joint safety alert was issued on 
02/24/2015 for this very incident 
• BSEE alert #315 

• Alert points out MTS Appendix 2 (DP Project/Construction vessels) 

• Warning signs were not followed from the OSV 
• Had the OSV meet the requirement of a DP Equipment 

Class 2, a disconnect sequence would have occurred 
• This is mainly a intervention issue.  Deepwater drilling has DP2 

vessels 

 
 

http://www.bsee.gov/uploadedFiles/BSEE/Regulations/Safety_Alerts/FINAL USCG-BSEE Joint DP Safety Alert.pdf


BSEE Conclusions Con’t 
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• USCG identified that the vessel had inadequate Activity 
Specific Operating Guideline (ASOG) and Critical Activity 
Mode of Operations (CAMO) 
• ASOG prescribes the emergency disconnect procedures and 

capability to prevent equipment damage and pollution 



BSEE Conclusions Con’t 
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• CAMO in MTS 
• Vessel failed to have a CAMO on  file, which would have 

recommended the operator change the operating condition from 
a “normal” to a “risk assess” mode. 

•  Excerpt from MTS: 
 

 
 



MTS Appendix 2 (Construction Vessels) 
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• According to the table this vesse
should have been a minimum of
2? 

• Would this fall under a 
construction vessel even 
though it was doing well w

• If the vessel is doing well work, t
it should be held to these standa
meaning this vessel should have
been a minimum of DP 2 

• B rce 
 

embedded in this document 
• Nothing has been decided as o

yet 
 

 
 

SEE is looking into how to enfo
the minimum standards that are

l 
 DP 

ork? 
 
 

f 

hen
rds,
 



BSEE Path forward 
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• 2 BSEE and USCG safety alerts have been published 
since 2014 
• BSEE alert #312 
• BSEE alert #315 

• Are Operators following these Safety Alerts/standards? 
• Multiple documents to follow 

• MTS  
• Appendix 2 (DP Project/Construction Vessels) July 2012) 
• Appendix 1 (DP MODUs) March 2012 
• Appendix 3 (DP Logistics Vessels) July 2012 

• DNV 
• Competence of Dynamic Positioning Operators Station Keeping (October 2009) 

• ABS 
• Dynamic Positioning System (Updated July 2014) 

 
 

 
 

http://www.bsee.gov/uploadedFiles/BSEE/Regulations/Safety_Alerts/FINAL USCG-BSEE Joint DP Safety Alert.pdf
http://www.bsee.gov/uploadedFiles/BSEE/Regulations/Safety_Alerts/SA-312.pdf
http://www.bsee.gov/uploadedFiles/BSEE/Regulations/Safety_Alerts/FINAL USCG-BSEE Joint DP Safety Alert.pdf


Where does Subsea Well Intervention fall? 
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• Well Intervention Units – any non-rig BOP 
subsea operation that uses riser or riserless 
technology to conduct well work. 

• Three types: 
• Intervention Riser System (IRS) 
• Subsea Intervention Lubricator (SIL) 
• Well Stimulation Tool (WST) 

• BSEE and USCG working closely to 
adequately address these types of vessels 

 
 

 
 



10 

Fred Brink 
Chief, District Operations Support 

GOM Region  
1201 Elmwood Park Blvd 
New Orleans, La 70123 

(504) 736-2400 
Fred.brink@bsee.gov 

 



“To promote safety, protect the 
environment and conserve resources 
offshore through vigorous regulatory 

oversight and enforcement.” 
 

BSEE Website: www.bsee.gov 

@BSEEgov 
                  
BSEEgov 
                 
Bureau of Safety and   
Environmental Enforcement 
 


	DP Incidents
	DP Incident- background
	Incident Photos
	BSEE Conclusions
	BSEE Conclusions Con’t
	BSEE Conclusions Con’t
	MTS Appendix 2 (Construction Vessels)
	BSEE Path forward
	Where does Subsea Well Intervention fall?
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11



