UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE | NTERI OR
BUREAU OF SAFETY AND ENVI RONMENTAL ENFORCEMENT
GULF OF MEXI CO REGQ ON

ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORT

1. OCCURRED
DATE: 26-JUL-2018 TIME: 0130 HOURS

2. OPERATOR Chevron U.S. A Inc.

REPRESENTATI VE:
TELEPHONE:

CONTRACTOR:
REPRESENTATI VE:
TELEPHONE:

For Public Release

] STRUCTURAL DAMAGE

CRANE

[ |OTHER LI FTI NG

]

[ |DAMAGED/ DI SABLED SAFETY SYS.

I NCl DENT >$25K $3. 275M
H2S/ 15M N. / 20PPM

REQUI RED MUSTER

SHUTDOMWN FROM GAS RELEASE

| OTHER

3. OPERATOR/ CONTRACTOR REPRESENTATI VE/ SUPERVI SOR 8. OPERATI ON:

ON SITE AT TI ME OF | NCI DENT:

4. LEASE: G16942
AREA:  WR LATI TUDE:
BLOCK: 29  LONG TUDE:
5. PLATFORM A-Bi g Foot
Rl G NAME:
6. ACTIVITY: EXPLORATI O\( POE)
DEVEL OPMENT/ PRODUCTI ON
( DOCDI POD)
7. TYPE:

[]H STORI C I NJURY
REQUI RED EVACUATI ON
LTA (1-3 days)
LTA (>3 days
RWJT (1-3 days)

RWJT (>3 days) || OTHER
Qher Injury 10. WATER DEPTH: 5185 FT.
ngb'T,Té\, 11. DI STANCE FROM SHORE: 120 M.
FI RE
12. W ND DI RECTI ON:
EXPLCSI ON SPEED: M P. H.
LWC [ HI STORI C BLOWOUT
UNDERGROUND 13. CURRENT DI RECTI ON:
SURFACE SPEED: M P. H.
DEVERTER
SURFACE EQUI PMENT FAI LURE OR PROCEDURES 14. SEA STATE: FT.
coLisioN  [JHSTORC []>$25K  []<=g25K 15 PICTURES TAKEN
16. STATEMENT TAKEN:
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x| PRODUCTI ON
| DRI LLI NG
[ | WORKOVER
COVPLETI ON
HEL| COPTER
[ | MOTOR VESSEL
| PI PELI NE SEGVENT NO
| | OTHER

9. CAUSE:

EQUI PMENT FAI LURE
HUVAN ERROR
EXTERNAL DAMAGE
SLI P/ TRI P/ FALL
WEATHER RELATED
LEAK

UPSET H20O TREATI NG

OVERBOARD DRI LLI NG FLUI D

22- FEB- 2019



17. | NVESTI GATI ON FI NDI NGS: For Public Release

At approximately 0130 hours on July 26, 2018, an incident occurred on the OCS-G 16942,
Wal ker Ridge 29A facility (Big Foot). The operator of record is Chevron U S A Inc.
The facility is located 120 niles fromshore in 5185 feet of water.

In the early norning hours of July 26th, a worker witnessed a fire ignite in the skid
of a rental oil filtration unit on the North side of the production deck. According to
the witness, the fire was approximately 10 feet high by 10 feet wi de with heavy bl ack
snoke. The witness alerted everyone in the area of the fire as anot her enpl oyee
announced the fire to the entire platformon the Gai-Tronics system Another worker
manned a handhel d fire extinguisher, sinultaneously, two other enployees utilized an
Aqueous Film Form ng Foam (AFFF) unit and attenpted to extinguish the flanes.
According to multiple witnesses, "the fire was put out tenporarily" but "lit back up"
after a few seconds. The flames were again extingui shed by the worker with the AFFF
unit. After the fire was extingui shed, a worker continued to spray the area with the
firewater hose for approximtely 30 minutes. According to witness statenents, the fire
| asted only a few nminutes. During the incident, the General Al armwas sounded and al
personnel nustered to their assigned stations until the all clear signal was given. No
injuries to personnel were reported during the incident.

BSEE i nspectors arrived at the platformlater that nmorning to begin the incident
i nvestigation. Pictures and witness statenments were taken as well as a survey of the
damages at the site of the incident.

Based on the information obtained during the BSEE investigation, the rental units'
purpose was to dehydrate lube oil in a tote tank before adding the oil to the
conpressors. The filtration unit was in service at the time of the fire. Records

i ndi cate that approximately five weeks prior to the incident, the unit operators were
having difficulties keeping the unit running. After contacting the manufacturer, the
operators were instructed to disable the Iow flow and hi gh tenperature safety devices
to enable the unit to remain running. The manufacturer also instructed the operators
that the unit nust be continuously manned while in service due to the disabled safety
devices. Around midnight prior to the incident, the unit was shut down and the inlet
and outl et valves were closed. The operators then took a supper break. After returning
fromhis neal, one of the operators, a short service enployee, restarted the unit but
failed to reopen the inlet and outlet valves. At that tine, the operator left the unit
unattended (approximately 14 mnutes) to retrieve sone equi pnent. Wile the operator
was away, the tenperature in the unit rose high enough to degrade the integrity of the
hose causing it to burst, releasing hot lube oil to the surrounding area. This event
caused the lube oil to ignite resulting in the fire.

18. LI ST THE PROBABLE CAUSE(S) OF ACCI DENT:

The tenperature in the unit rose high enough to degrade the integrity of the hose
causing it to burst, releasing hot lube oil to the surrounding area. This event caused
the lube oil to ignite resulting in the fire.

19. LI ST THE CONTRI BUTI NG CAUSE(S) OF ACCI DENT:

1. The disabled | ow flow and high tenperature safety devices.
2. The inlet and outlet valves left in the closed positions after unit restart.
3. The enpl oyees | eaving the unit unattended agai nst the nmanufacturer's instructions.

20. LI ST THE ADDI Tl ONAL | NFORMVATION: n/a
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21. PROPERTY DAMAGED: NATURE G DANREE R elease

l.Cables and trays in the immediate area of the fire.

2.The rental oil filtration unit in the dyTech skid. Fire, smoke, and water damages.

ESTI MATED AMOUNT ( TOTAL) : $3, 275, 000
22. RECOMVENDATI ONS TO PREVENT RECURRANCE NARRATI VE:

The Houma District has no recommendations for the Ofice of Incident Investigations.

23. PGSSI BLE OCS VI OLATI ONS RELATED TO ACCI DENT: YES

24, SPECI FY VI OLATI ONS DI RECTLY OR | NDI RECTLY CONTRI BUTI NG NARRATI VE:

On 10-19-2018 an Incident of Non-Conpliance (INCG 110(W) was issued fromthe Houna
District Ofice for an incident occurring on 07-26-2018. The INC states as follows: "On
July 26,2018 a fire incident occurred on the Chevron Big Foot facility |located at Wl ker
Ri dge 29. At approximately 0130 hours a fire was discovered in the dy-Tech skid | ocated
on the North side production deck. The fire was extinguished in a few m nutes. During the
investigation it was determnmined three areas of concern led to the fire: 1. The |low fl ow
and hi gh tenmperature safety devices were disabled on the rental oil filtration unit
located in the Ay-Tech skid. 2. The inlet and outlet valves were left in the cl osed
positions after unit restart. 3. The enpl oyee | eaving the running unit unattended agai nst
manuf acturers instruction.

25. DATE OF ONSI TE | NVESTI GATI ON: 28. ACCI DENT CLASSI FI CATI ON:

26-JUL- 2018 29. ACCI DENT | NVESTI GATI ON
PANEL FORVMED: NO
26. | NVESTI GATI ON TEAM MEMBERS:

Clinton Canpo / James Hanmilton / Terry
Hol lier - Author /

OCS REPORT:

30. DI STRI CT SUPERVI SOR:

27. OPERATOR REPCRT ON FI LE: Bryan A Domangue
APPROVED
DATE: 19- FEB- 2019
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